SEPTICS — GUIDE

How often should you pump a septic
tank?

Use EPA guidance, household size and an inspection to set a pumping schedule.
Updated November 10, 2026

EPA SepticSmart says household septic tanks are typically pumped every three to five years.
It also says an average household system should be inspected at least every three years.
These are different tasks. An inspection checks condition. Pumping removes the solids that
have collected in the tank. [EPA, How to Care for Your Septic System, accessed 2026-11-10.]

Start with records

Find the last pumping receipt, tank capacity and system plan. Ask the previous owner for
records if you recently moved in. A missing receipt does not prove that pumping is overdue. It
means the service history is unknown. Arrange an inspection instead of guessing from the age
of the house.

Tell the service company how many people live in the home. Mention a garbage disposal,
frequent guests and any change in water use. EPA identifies household size, wastewater
volume, solids and tank size as the main factors in pumping frequency.

Use a table with care

Penn State Extension publishes an estimated pumping table for year-round residences. Its
example for a three-person household and a 900 US gallon tank is 3.3 years. For the same
household and a 1,250 US gallon tank, it is 4.8 years. The table assumes 50 US gallons of
daily water use per person. These are model estimates, not promises that a tank can safely
wait that long. [Penn State Extension, Septic Tank Pumping, accessed 2026-11-10.]

Our interval tool reproduces that table. Do not use it to delay an inspection or override a local
schedule. Ask the service provider to measure sludge and scum and recommend the next visit
in writing.

Alternative systems need a separate plan

EPA says systems with pumps, electrical floats or mechanical parts generally need inspection
once a year. Follow the approved system and manufacturer service instructions. Pumping the
tank does not service an aerator, control panel or disinfection unit.

Keep the report with the invoice. Record what was pumped, defects found and the next
inspection date. Do not enter a tank or open an unsecured lid yourself.

Sources

Septics - septics.fyi How often should you pump a septic tank? — page 1 of 2



All sources below were fetched and checked on 2026-11-10. That is the access date, not a
claim about publication date.

» EPA SepticSmart: How to Care for Your Septic System, accessed 2026-11-10.
» Penn State Extension: Septic Tank Pumping, accessed 2026-11-10.

Frequently asked questions

Is three to five years a fixed rule?

No. EPA gives a typical household range. Inspection findings, system instructions and local
requirements can call for earlier service.
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https://www.epa.gov/septic/how-care-your-septic-system
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